MOREL USA RENAISSANCE SR6.2:
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Déja vu. That's what the Morel Acoustics USA
Renaissance SR-6.2s speakers do for me.
Probably because we recently tested another
set of two-way speakers from the ather Morel
Company. Now | know what you are thinking,
two Morels? Yep. | don't know which came first
or why there are two to begin with. | do know
they both offer high-end component systems.
How does the Renaissance SR-6.2s stack up?
Read on.

FIRST LOOK

The Renaissance SR-6.2s is a two-way compo-
nent system consisting of a 6.5-inch midrange
and a L.l-inch dome tweeter. The WR-B
midrange is a shallow mount design needing
only 2.3 inches of clearance. The midrange
uses a double stack magnet inside of a huge 3-
inch voice coil. The CR-103 tweeter is smaller
than other tweeters offered and is designed to
be mounted either flush mount or surface
mount with the supplied tweeter housing. The
grille of the CR-103 is oval in shape and has a
footprint bigger than the actual tweeter,
Despite not being larger than typical tweeters,
the CR-103 s designed to handle 200 watts
with transient power handling of 1000 watts in
short 0 millisecond bursts. The XR2.2 passive
crossover uses a fypical I2 dB per octave con-
figuration. There are not any adjustable fea-
tures of the passive crossover.

CLOSER LOOK
The specially treated 28 millimeter (1 inch)
silk dome tweeter uses a hexagonal shaped alu-
minum wire and Ferro fluid cooling to enable
high power handling. This is especially impres-
sive given the extremely low resonant frequency
of 870 Hz. (Typical tweeters range between
2,500 Hz to 5,000Hz) This lower resonant fre-
quency translates in to ultra-smooth perfor-
mance of the passive crossover at 3,200 Hz.
The WR-6 midrange is a very high-perfor-
mance unit. Even though the woofer uses a
stamped frame, the features on this midrange
are usually reserved for subwaofers not
midrange. The large 3-inch voice coilis crafted
using aluminum wire in a hexagonal patten.
The hexagonal pattern is designed fo pack the
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voice coil as tightly as possible in the speaker's
magnetic gap. This improves the efficiency of
the speaker. Cooling is provided to the speaker
viaa vent that is damped using resistive open
cell foam.

The XR 2.2 passive crossover uses gold
plated terminal for the best connections. Inside
the crossover, the XR 2.2 uses Mylar capacitors
and an air core inductor on the tweeter and an
iron core inductor on the woofer, What is strik-
ing about the design is its simplicity. Only
speakers with a very smooth response can wark
well. Having the tweeter's resonance s far out
of the crossover region makes this not only pos-
sible, but delivers excellent performance,

tions in the door panel. The metal rim on the
midrange needs to be modified for a back load-
ing installation. Fortunately, this was ot diffi-
cult. The locations of the mounting holes for the
woofer matched perfectly my factory location. |
was able to fit the CR-103 tweeter of the
Renaissance SR-6.2s infa my factory location
by removing not only the grille but also the oval
trim ring. Special care must be taken in this sit-
uation not to damage the exposed tweeter wires,
Once this hardware was removed, it was easy fo
fit with the OEM mounting hardware. The
Renaissance SR-6.2s included the necessary
screws and mounting hardware except for the
speaker wire. The mounting of the crossover is
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According to Morel Acoustics USA, the
Renaissance SR-6.2s can have the tweeter
swapped out for the CR-10lse tweeter. These
tweeter are quite larger but are supposed to
offer superior performance. Due to my installa-
tion constraints, | decided to stick with the
much smaller CR-103.

INSTALLATION
The installation of the Morel Renaissance SR-
6.2s went without any problems, The protective

grille for the midrange is very good. In my situa-

tion, | mounted the speakers in the factory loca-
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straight-forward with the inputs and outputs
well marked and easy to install

MANUALS/WEB SUPPORT
The information provided with the Morel
Renaissance SR-6.2s lists all the specs and
information needed. While installation was not
given on the Renaissance SR-6.2s, the system
is self explanatory enaugh to be installed. On
Morel Acoustics USA's Web site,
http://www.morelusa.com, | was able to easily
find information about the Renaissance SR-
6.2s. There | was able to down load POFs of the
specs not only for the system, but also the indi-
vidual components including the passive
crossover. Due to the high-performance nature
of the Renaissance SR-6.2s, and that there is
not a detailed installation manual to optimize
the performance, it is recommended to have
your authorized Morel Acoustics USA dealer
perform the installation.

SOUND @ & PERFORMANCE

In spite of the simplicity and lack of adjustments

of the passive crossaver, the per-
formance of the Morel Renaissance

SR-6.2s was fantastic. With a few adjustments
on my source unit (ak, 2 lot of adjustments), |
was able to smooth the tonal balance to an
impressive result. Even in the factory locations,
the overall tonal balance of the Renaissance
SR-6.25 sounded sweet. When | placed it on the
TerraSonde RTA, the measurements verified my
observations. From 50 Hz up, | was able to get
the frequency response of the Renaissance SR-
6.25 fo fit within a plus or minus 2dB window.
That is amazing results for a system installed
without an equalizer. Over the full bandwidth,
the Renaissance SR-6.2s fit in a very good plus
or minus 4 dB window.

The most interesting thing about these
speakers s their indifference to the type of
music played. Many speakers system prefer
one type of music like Rap, R & B, Country, or
Classical. Not so with the Renaissance SR-
6.25. No matter whether | played Nelly or
Michael Ruff, the Renaissance SR-6.25 deliv-
ered great sound. No fuss, no muss. Bottom
line, these speakers are smooth. These speak-
ers are enjoyable. Even though there was a
slight hollowness to the upper midrange, the
only real complaint is that | had to stop listening
to these speakers fo write the review.

SUMMARY

The Morel Renaissance SR-6.2s are a impres-
sive speaker system. By focusing on the driv-
er quality and limiting the systems features,
the guys at Morel Acoustics USA are able to
deliver this system at a relative bargain of
$648 dollars. | say relative because that still
is some serious maney. However, the sound
quality more than justifies the price. If you
are looking high-end system, the Renaissance
SR-6.25 deserves a serious audition. You will
not regret it.

SPECIFICATIONS
SR-6.28 SPECS
PRICE & CONTACT: Call for pricing; TEL:
800-554-7557; www.morelusa.com
CROSSOVER: 12 dB per octave @
3200Hz; POWER HANDLING (RMS):
200 Watts; PEAK POWER (IOMS): 1000
Watts; FREQUENCY RESPONSE: 45Hz to
22 kHz; SENSITIVITY: (1 watt/meter)

SPECS

WIDTH: 67mm (2.34); HEIGHT: 53mm
(2.12°); MOUNTING DEPTH: [5mm
(0.57°); CUTOUT: 53mm (212°);
POWER HANDLING (RMS): 200 Watts;
TRANSIENT POWER (IOMS): 1000
Watts; DOME: Soft dome; specially treat-
ed silk; YOICE COIL: 28mm (1.l inch);
hexagonal aluminum wire with aluminum
former; FREQUENCY RESPONSE: 1,800
Hz to 22 kHz, RESONANT FREQUENCY
(FS): 870 Hz; SENSITIVITY I WATT, |
METER: 91.9 dB; DC RESISTANCE (RE):
5,5 0hms; EQUIVALENT CAS (AIR LOAD
(VAS): 0.01 liters; NET WEIGHT: 0.1 Kg
(0.2 pounds)

WR-6 WOOFER SPECS
DIAMETER : 160mm (6.3°); DEPTH:
70mm (2.8); MOUNTING DEPTH:
62mm (2.4°); CUTOUT: 137mm (5.4°);
POWER HANDLING (RMS): 200 Wats;
TRANSIENT POWER (OMS): 1,000
Watts; Voice Coil 75mm (3°); hexagonal
shaped aluminum wire; aluminum for-
mer; DOME MATERIAL: Damped Polymer
composite; MAGNETIC SYSTEM: Double
Magnet System Ducted; FREQUENCY
RESPONSE: 45 Hz - 5,000 Hz;
RESONANT FREQUENCY (FS): 48 Hz;
SENSITIVITY | WATT/I METER: 90 dB;
DC RESISTANCE (RE): 4 Ohms;
MECHANICAL Q FACTOR (OMS): 2.6;
TOTAL  FAGTOR (Q/T): 0.64;
EQUIVALENT CAS AIR LOAD (VAS): 10.8
Jiters; NET WEIGHT: 1.2 Kg (2.7 Ibs)



